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S to Matters of Religion, the Neceſſity of Reve- 
lation in general, and conſequently, that GOD 
has been pleaſed to bleſs Mankind with the neceſſary ſu- 
pernatural Diſcoveries, having been made out, in a late 
Book upon that Subject, one is immediately led to examine, 
What is the particular Syſtem of Religion that has the 
beſt, or the only Title to a Divine Original? And, ca- 
Sting one*s Eyes on the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, one ves. 
ry ſoon perceives a great many Things, that ſeem eu- 
tremely promiſing on the Side of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, 
But, before one goes about to propoſe amy parti 1 
Argument, in order to prove the Divinity of that Infti- 
tulion, one ſhould think, that the general Queſtion, con- 
cerning the Credibility of the Goſpel-Hiſtory, oughy fert 
to be conſidered and determined. This is what the Au- 
thor has endeavoured to do, from the Teſtimony of Hea- 
thens, in the few following Pages. And be cannot but 
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* think, that upon a Mind, rationally convinced of Gop's 
oY having made a Revelation to Mankind, and of tbe 
* Truth of the Hiſtory of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


the particular Arguments in Favour of Chriſtianity will 
irreſiſtibly operate: So that the Author is in Hopes be 
has helped forward the Defien of the forecited Book, 
1 and farther cleared the Way for the Evidentes of 
*& 5 our holy Religion, to exert all their Force upon every 

4 free-thinking conſiderate Per ſon. E 
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SEP VERY Man who applies himſelf to 

EZY] ſtudy, and who, by his own Reſear- 
ches, has come to the Knowledge of 
& Things, cannot but have obſerved, that 
Sas the particular Things, or Exiſtences, 
whoſe ſeveral Properties, Relations and Agreements, 
make up the Matter of his Knowledge, are various, 
and of quite different Natures; ſo the Meaſures, or 
Proofs, whereby a Man is led to the Perception of 
Truth, or to the Knowledge of thoſe different Things 


\ 


in themſelves, or, as they are related to one another, 


are equally different, and muſt neceſſarily be fo, as 
they immediately ariſe from the different Nature of the 
Things themſelves. And indeed the Attempt would, 


be extremely fooliſh, to go about to explain the 


Truth of a Thing, by that Kind of Proof with 
4 which 
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2 The Truth of the 
which the Nature of the Thing itſelf has no Sort of 
Connection: Nor is it leſs ablurd to demand, in a- 
ny Caſe, that Sort of Proof, which the Nature of 
Things will not admit of. The real Knowledge of 
Mankind, and of every intelligent Being, lyes whol- 
ly in the Perception of Things themſelves, which e- 
very Body will confeſs, can only be apprehended by 
thoſe Means that are ſuited to their Nature. Now, the 
Things, or Exiſtences, whoſe ſeveral Properties, Re- 
lations and Agreements, are the Objects of our Know- 
ledge, and beyond which we can know nothing, may 
be reduced to theſe two general Heads, 

Fit, There are ſuch Things, whoſe imward Na- 
ture is in no Degree precarious, depending on Will 
and Pleaſure, but in itſelf is fxed and ſtable, immu- 
table, abſolutely independent, and whoſe Truth and 

Certainty, whoſe real Exiſtence, every Mind capable 
of apprehending it, may, at all Times, and in all 
Places, perceive and underſtand. Of this Sort I rec- 
kon Geometrical Truths, the Moral Virtues, and the Be- 
ing and Perfectious of the Deity : In diſcovering the 
Truth of which, as 1 the two firſt, we look imme- 
diately into the Things themſelves, we perceive their 
eſſential Properties and Relations, and are infallibly 
certain about their Agreements; and as 7 the laſt, 
viz. the Exiſtence of God, we here indeed come to 
the Knowledge of this Truth by attending to the 
World about us, theſe finite dependent Beings, which, 
we are abſolutely ſure, muſt be the Effects of Di- 
vine Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs; but in another 
World, there is Reaſon to think, we ſhall have im- 
mediate Viſion or Intuition. 8 5 
In the next Place, there are ſuch Things, whoſe 


Natures have nothing in them of Neceſſity, and which 


for their Exiſtence, their Properties and Affections, 
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dent, abſolutely neceſſary, and muſt therefore ap- 


Hiftory of the Goſpel. = 
entirely depend on the Will of other Beings : Of this 


Sort I reckon all the ſeveral Things of this viſible 


World, that are the free Productions of the Sove- 
reign Mind, and all the particular Actions or Ef- 
fects of inferior voluntary Agents. And in acqui-, 


- ring the Knowledge of ſuch Things, the moſt di- 


rect and immediate Way is, that of the Teſtimony. 
of our Senſes. Thus, our Senſes aſſure us of a va 
Variety of Creatures in Heaven and in Earth; they 
diſcover to us the Viciſſitude of Day and Night, of, 
Summer and Winter, Seed-Time and Harveſt; they 
diſtinguiſh the Individuals of our own Species, and, 
they let us know what particular Actions this or that 
Man is the Author of, But, as to Things of this 
Sort, how extremely ſcanty ſhould our Knowledge 
be, had we no other Way to acquire it? Going no 
farcher than the immediate Teſtimony of our Sen- 
fes, no Man could know that this World was exiſt- 
ing before he obſerved it; nor could we be certain 
there now is, or ever was, any more of this Earth, 
or that it now is, or ever was any further inhabited, 
than this ſmall Spot of Ground with which we are 
acquainted. All Mankind therefore, who, of Things 
under the Sun, pretend to know any more than thoſe 
few Articles, about the Truth of which their Sen- 


 ſe#immediately inform, them, muſt neceſſarily allow, 


T here is ſome other Way than the immediate Teſti- 
mony of our Senſes, whereby we. can come to the 
certain Knowledge of thoſe Things whoſe Exiſtence 
depends on the Will and Pleaſure of other Beings. 
And ſince this Knowledge cannot poſſibly ariſe from 
our looking into the Nature of the Things them- 
ſelves, as we do in the Caſe of Geometrical Exiſſen- 
ces, &c. whoſe Nature and Properties are indepen- 
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the Information, or Teſtimony of other intelligent Be- 
ihgs, upon whoſe Truth and Veracity we can fafely 


rely. "= 
Thus, from the Information of othets, -we know : 
and reſt aſſured, that this World, in its preſent Si- 


tuation, or under the Direction of the ſame general 


Laws that produce Day and Night, c. has ſubſiſt- 


ed for ſo many Ages paſt, and has, all along, been 
inhabited by ſuch particular Kinds of Animals, 


whereof the Individuals have been continually ſuc- 
ceeding to one another: After the ſame Manner we 
certainly know, that, beſides this Iſland of Britain, 


there are, at this Day, in the Earth, a great many 
other Iſlands, and vaſt Continents, all inhabited, that 
are divided in diſtinct States and Kingdoms, and 
whoſe Forms of Government, whoſe Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms, in many Inſtances, do all differ from one ano- 
ther : And thus, likewiſe, we are perſwaded beyond 
doubting, that ſuch particular Perſons did live, and 
ſuch others are now living in the World, and were 

the Authors of fuch particular Actions. It is from 
this Source, I mean, from the Teſtimony of others, 
that, with reſpect to this Sort of Things, whoſe 
Exiſtence depends on the Free-will of other active 
Beings, our greateſt Stock of Knowledge ariſes : 


And however 1t cannot be univerſally affirmed, that, 
in every Article, we may depend fafely on buman 


Teſtimony; yet this no more renders our Know- 


ledge, founded on ſuch Proofs, uncertain or preca- 
rious, than a Man's being led, in the Uſe of his ra- 


tional Faculties, into a particular Opinion contradi- 
ctory to Reaſon, or to the Nature of Things, can 
render our Knowlcdge, ariſing from Reaſon, or the 

Nature 
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in all Ages, and in all Places, unalterably the - 
| rap the only remaining Way ſeems to be that of. 
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ture d ings, a Matter of mere Uncertainty, 
Such is the Conſtitution of human Nature, or, by 
ſuch Principles are all Mankind governed, that, in 
numberleſs Inſtances, we can be abſolutely ſure of 


the Truth of things, from the Information or Te- 


ſtimony of other People. We regard it as an un- 
doubted/ Truth, that juſt now there is ſuch a Nati- 


on as the Kingdom of France, where the preſent 


Prince is Lewis XV, whoſe Will, in the publick 
Adminiſtration, is ſubject to no Controul : And, as 
fully do we reſt aſſured, that, in the City of Rome, 


ſtill ſubſiſting, and now the Seat of the Popes, there. 


was, about MDCCC. Years ago, an Emperor called 
Auguſtus, who, in the Battle of Aium, overthrew 


Anibom, who, oftener than once, ſhut up the Temple 


of Fanus, and who, for many Years, peaceably en- 
joyed the ſovereign Dominion of a great Part of the 
World. About the Certainty of ſuch Things we 
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are as much ſatisfied, as about any Propoſition in 


Euclid, So many Circumſtances, ſays Mr. Toland, 
* frequently concur in. Hiſtory, as render it equal 


te to Intuition: Thus, ſays he, I can as ſoon deny 


© my own Being, as the Murder of Cicero, or the 


all Mankind rely on human Teſtimony; we venture 
our Lives and Fortunes upon it; in our own 

rience we find ourſelves ſafe in truſting it z our Stock 
of Knowledge would be extremely poor and incon- 
ſiderable, nay, in nowiſe could Mankind live aſſoci- 
ated without it. 


Now, upon this Sort of Certainty, univerſally de- 


pended on, and in this its Influence, abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Subſiſtence of human Society in any 
Form 
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6 Dhbe Truth of the 

Form whatſoever, do we reſt aſſured of the Truth of 
the Goſpe/-Hiſtory, namely, That, ſo many Ages ago, 
there were in the World ſuch Perſons as Feſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles ; That they taught ſuch particular Doc- 
trinesz That they wrought ſuch extraordinary Works; 
That Jelus Chriſt was crucified at Feruſalem; That his 


Apoitles confidently reported, He roſe again from the, 


Dead, and aſcended into Heaven; That, in teſtifying 
this his Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, and in publiſhing 
his Doctrines, beginning at Feru/alem, they went 
through the World, and every where ſuffered the 
greateſt Hardſhips, and cruelleſt Perſecutions, pre- 


trending, that in this Miniſtry, they were employed 


by Heaven, Theſe, I ſay, are the Things, as to the 


Certainty of which we are fully ſatisfied from human 


Teſtimony, And as the Nature of the Things them- 
ſelves cannot poſſibly ſuffer their Truth, or the Rea- 


lity of their Exiſtence, to be made out after any o- 


ther Manner; ſo thoſe Perſons who demand that 
Sort of Proof that is founded in the independent ab- 
ſolute Necefity of the Exiſtence, the Properties, and 
Aﬀections of Things, are moſt unreaſonable, and 
would be gratified in what the Nature of Things ren- 
ders ſimply impoſſible : Which is fo far from think- 


ing freely, and as it becomes a reaſonable Being, that 


it is thinking moſt abſurdly, and in clean Contra- 
diction to that univerſal Standard, whereby all our 
Thoughts and Sentiments ought entirely to be di- 
rected, and without our attending to which, we can 
never hope, in any Inſtance, to diſcover Truth, or 
to arrive at Certainty, 

Nor can a Man juſtify his refuſing to admit the 
Truth of the Things above mentioned, in alledging, 
that thoſe Things being made the Foundation of a 
religious Inſtitution, upon which we are to venture 

: our 
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Hiſtory of the Goſpel. 7 
our Happineſs in another World, they become of 700 
great Conſequence to have their Certainty depending 
on human Teſtimony. For, the Queſtion is not about 
the Importance of the Things, but about their Truth 


and Reality; whether there were in the World ſuch 


Perſons, and whether thoſe Perſons were the Authors 
of ſuch Actions? If theſe Articles be counted of Im- 
portance, our Inquiries into their Certainty ought to be 
the exacter, the more ſtrict and rigorous, without all 
Biaſs or Prejudice: And if, after a diligent and nar- 
row Search, they are ſtill found to be true, they muſt, 
in Reaſon, be allowed to operate according to their 
Nature. Mean while, to pretend, that ſuch Articles, 
whoſe Exiſtence can no otherways be explained, are 
too conſiderable to depend for N on hu- 
man Teſtimony, ſeems to intimate, that, in aſcertain- 
ing the Truth of the particular Articles of ſuch a 
determined Claſs of Things, we muſt have one Spe- 
cies of Proofs for thoſe of ſmaller, and another Sort 
of Proofs for thoſe of greater Conſequence. Bur, 
would it not be ridiculous to infinuate, that, with the 


ſame Sort of Eyes, whereby I diſtinguiſh a Piece of | 
dirty Way, as I am travelling, that would foil my 
Shoes, 1 cannot diſtinguiſh a Precipice that would 


break my Neck, but muſt have other Sort of Evi- 
dence? And is it not equally extravagant, to alledge, 
that by the ſame Sort of Evidence, whereby the Deiſts 
are well aſſured, there was ſuch a Perſon as Socrates, 
that he taught ſuch Doctrines, and ſuffered ſuch a 
Death at Athens, we cannot reft ſatisfied, there was 
ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, that he taught ſuch 
Doctrines, that he ſuffered ſuch a Death at Feruſalem, 
that his Diſciples reported he role again the third Day 


after his Crucifixion, Sc.? Whatever, tnerefore, be 


the Moment of the Things, if the Reality of 12 


P 


FO The Truth of the © 
Exiſtence be made out by that Sort of Proof, which 
alone the particular Nature of that Claſs of Things 
will admit of, no Man can reject their Certainty 
without being highly unreaſonable. ** A poſſible 
« Matters of Fatt, ſays Mr. Toland, duly atteſted by 
„ co vos Perſons, as known to them, and ſucceſ- 
« frvely related by others of different Times, Nations, or 
« Intereſts, who could neither be impoſed upon themſelves, 
nor be juſtly ſuſpefted of combining together to deceive 
© others, ought to be received by us for as certain and 
* 7ndubitable as if we bad ſeen them with our own Eyes, 
** or heard them with our own Ears, By this Means 
« it is, continues this noted Author, I believe there was 
* ſach a City as Cartbage, ſuch a Reformer as Lu- 
tber, and that there is ſuch a Kingdom as Poland. 
„When all theſe Rules concur in any Matter of 
Fact, I take it then for Demonſtration, which is 
* nothing elſe but irreſſtille Evidence from proper 
« Proofs *.” And, that the ſeveral Articles of the 
Goſpel- Hiſtory, above mention'd, are ſupported by ſuch 
Proofs as make us as certain about their Reality, as 
we poſſibly can be about the Truth of any thing of 
the like Nature, ſuppoſe the Murder of Cicero, or 
the Story of William the Conqueror, which Mr. Toland 
has told us he can no more deny than his own Being, is 
to every thinking Man inconteſtibly manifeſt. Nor 
s it leſs manifeſt, that this Certainty, about the real 
Exiſtence of ſuch Perſons and Actions as narrated in 
the Goſpel, (ſuppoſing the original Hiſtory, with its 
coeval Circumſtances, as we now have it, had been 
tranſmitted down to us) we ſhould have had, even 
though the Chriſtian Inſtitution had expired with the 
Apoſtles, and there were not now one Chriſtian in the 
_ World, 
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Hiſtory of the Goſpel. 9 
World, ' In this Caſe indeed we ſhould have had 
ready Proof, in ſpite of all the hiſtorical Ap | 
to the contrary, that the Apoſtles, in pretending a 
Commiſſion from Heaven, were either Impoſtors, or 
Enthuſiaſts ; but that ſuch Perſons exiſted, were the 
Authors of ſuch Actions, and had reported ſuch E- 


vents, could never be called in queſtion, At the 


ſame time I am apt to think, that Chrifianity ſtill 


ſubſiſting heightens our Certainty (I do not now ſay, 
about the Divinity of that Inſtitution, ' but) about the 


real Exiſtence of ſuch Perſons, and their having taught, 
and performed, and reported ſuch Things in the 
World. Let us view the Matter in this Light, which 
I ſhall explain with all the Clearneſs I am able. 

In Fact, it is certain, that juf7 not in the World, 


 there-are infinite Numbers of People profeſſing Chri- 


ſtianity ; that this is the publick Religion of Nations, 
and has the Countenance and Protection of Civil Au- 
thority. There is indeed, among Chrifians, a great 
Variety of Sects, that have each of them their own 
peculiar Opinions and Sentiments, and that differ 
from one another in their religious Rites and Ceres» 


monies, But what Differences ſoever may prevail in 
the Chriffian World about other Matters, in this they 
are all agreed, That the Hiſtory of the Goſpel is, in 


all Inſtances, true and genuine; and they univerſal- 
ly obſerye certain Rites, ſuch as Baptiſm, the Eucba- 
riſt, and the Lord's Day, as Memorials of ſome very 


_ conſiderable Events. In Baptiſm, the initiating Rite, 
we renounce every other religious Inſtitution, we un- 


dertake the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and we devote 
ourſelves, through Jeſus Chriſt, to the only true God 


and Father of All, to ſerve him without Fear, ac. 
.cording to the Goſpel of his Son, in Holineſs and Rigb. 
 #eouſneſs all the Days of = Life: In the Euchariſt, we 


comme: 
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To | The Truth of the 


commemorate the Crucifixion of Feſus Chriſt at Jeru- 
' falem, praiſing the Name of God for his great Sal- 
vation: And on the firſt Day of the Week, the Day 
on which Chriſt is ſaid to have riſen from the Dead, 
we joyfully afſemble together to celebrate his Reſur- 
yeftion. All this is real Matter of Fact, we have it 
from the Information of our Senſes, And the Que- 
ſtion is, To what Cauſe muſt theſe ſenſible Effects be 
aſcribed? Or, How came this Profeſſion of Chr:ti- 
anity, or the Obſervation of ſuch ſtated folemn Rites, 
to be introduced into the World? No Man living 
can imagine, that theſe Things had their Riſe in the 
preſent Age. We are infallibly certain, that they 
prevailed among our Forefathers of the former Age. 
And if we ſtill go backwards from one Age to ano- 
ther, the ſame Evidence by which we are aſſured 
that this, or any other Part of 950 World, where 


Chriſtianity now prevails, was inhabited, and, in ſuch 


an Age, was governed by ſuch particular Laws, Ci- 
vil or Religious, will convince us, that thoſe Things 
were all along exiſting, till we come to that Age, 
wherein there was no ſuch Thing as Chriſtianity, but 
religious Inſtitutions of a quite contrary Nature. 
Thus, in tracing out the Riſe of this Phenomenon, 
beginning at the preſent Age, . 
From one certain Step to another, founded on the 
- publick Laws, the ungqueſtionable Cuſtoms of particular 
Kingdoms, we are led to the undoubted Knowledge 
of the Exiſtence of Chriſtianity in thoſe more diſtant 
Ages, when a conſiderable Part of the World was 
under the Dominion of the Roman Emperors z and 
running up our Enquiries through the Reigns of thoſe 
Emperors, we meet with ſo many of them not only 
rung themſelves Chriſtians, but, by their pub- 


ick Laws and Edicts, protecting and encouraging 


that 
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that Inſtitution ; till we are interrupted in the Reign 


of Julian, who 2 other Meaſures, and reviv d 
the publick Profeſſion of Idolatry, as we learn from 
Ammianus Marcellinus (a), who lived in thoſe Days = 
from Eutropius (b), who ſerved in that Expedition 


where Julian was killed; and from Libanius (c), who 


ſeems to claim the Merit of promoting this Empe- 
ror's Paſſion for Paganiſm. And not only did Julian 
endeavour to ſupport the Cauſe of the Gods, and to 
gain Proſelytes to their Service, by his Authority 
and Example, by Sollicitation, and Bribes, but, for 
the ſame Purpoſe, he writ a large Treatiſe, wherein Li- 
banius tells us, he goes abour to ſhow, that thoſe Books 
which make the Man of "Oy to be God, or the Son 
of God, contain nothing but Things filly and ridiculous (); 
ſo that, by the ſame Evidence, whereby we know 
there was fach a Perſon as the Emperor Julian, we are 
aſſured there was, among Men, ſuch a Religion as 


the Chriſtian, which, in his Time, e in the 


World, and which he had form'd a Deſign to extirpate. 

But carrying on our Enquiries ſtill backwards, (as 
Libanius gives us Ground to expect, while he com- 
pares the Reign of Julian to a pure Beam of Light, but 
the Times immediately before and after him to thick Dark- 
neſs (e), we come up to two Emperors, the immediate 
Predeceſſors of Julian, viz. Conſtantius and his Father 
Conſtantine, who were both of them Christians, and 
by their publick Edicts, had afforded the Civil Pro- 
tection to that Inſtitution, As for Conſtantine, he 
was the firſt Emperor who declared himſelf Chriſtian, 


as Zoimus informs us (F), and wha, by expreſs Laws, 


allowing 


(a) Lib. 22. p. 476. G. (6) Lib. 10. Cap. 16. (e) Ds 
alciſcend. Juliani nece, Cap. 22. (d) Liban. Parental. in Ju- 


lian, Cap. 87. (e) 1hid. Cap. 146. (/) Lib. 2. p. 104. 


12 The Truth of the 
allowing to every Man a Liberty of Conſcience, be - 
came the Guardian of Chriſtianity in particular, and 
took the Profeſſors thereof into his ſpecial Favour (a). 
So far did. this Emperor diſtinguiſh the Chriſtian Ne- 


ligion, that whereas the f/f Day of the Week, was 


univerſally obſerved by Chriſtians as a F;ftival in Me- 
mory of the Reſurrection of Feſus (5), he commanded, 
that on that Day, all over the Roman Dominions, no 
Courts of Juſtice ſhould be open, and no Work, or 
any Sort of ſecular Buſineſs, except that of Agriculture, 
ſhould any where be done: For which we have the 
fame Evidence, as there is for any other Law of the 
Roman Empire (c). This Revolution in Favour of 
Chriſtianity, happened about 300 Years after the 
Birth of Chrif, and immediately 
a terrible Perſecution, which began in the Reign of 
Dioclgſian, and, for ſeveral Years, cruelly raged a- 
mong Chriſtians. And as this lets us fee the Goſpel 
was in Being before the Days of Conſtantine; fo from 
hence we have certain Knowledge, that it was not 
forged by the Politicians of his Reign, as an Engine 
to ſerve the Ends of Civil Government. | 

Nor were there wanting, a good Way back from 
Conſtantine, fome Heathen Emperors who had an high 
Opinion of Chriſt, and prov'd very favourable to- 
wards his Diſciples. Thus, 100 Years before Con- 
antine turned Chriſtian, Alexander Severus had the 
ap 3 Image 
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() Faſeb. H. Eecleſtaſt. Lib. 10. cap. 5. ere. (6) Id. d- 
vita Conſtant. Lib. iv. cap. 18. (e) Omnes judices urbanag; 


plebes, & cunflarum Artium otia venerabili die ſolis quieſcant. 
Ruri tamen poſiti agrorum culture libere licenterque inſerviant : 


woniam frequenter evenit, ut non aptius alio die frumenta 
cis, aut vines ſcrobibus, mandentur, ne occaſione moment: 
pereat commoditas cœleſti proviſione conceſſa. C. |, 3. de fe - 


riis, Tit. 12. 
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upon the Back of 
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e- Image of Chris in his private Chaple, and would have — 
d built a Temple to him, and admitted him am | ' 
J. the Gods, had not the Prigſs, from their Divinats I 
e- ons, aſſured him, it would turn all the World Chriſtian, 3 
as and cauſe the other Temples 10 be aeferted (a). However, _ 
0 this Emperor allowed Cbriſtians the free Exerciſe of = 
a, their Religion, and publick Places for their Wor- 9 
10 ſhip (6). And how very acceptable the Diſcipline = 
dr and Doctrine of the Chriſtians muſt have been to him, = 
e, one may learn from theſe two remarkable Inſtances : ; . = 
e It was the Cuſtom among Cbriſtians, before they or- = 
le dained their Prięſts, to publiſh their Names to the | 
of People, that they might have Acceſs to make their — 
ie Objections, if they had any; this he judged ſo wor- } 
of thy of Imitation, that he followed the Courſe (  "n 
of in appointing the Governors of Provinces: And fo ( 
a- much did he admire this common Maxim among 7 b 
el Chriſtians, Do not that to another, which you would not | | 
m have another do to you; that, in puniſhing Offenders, Woe 
It he: cauſed the common Cryer to proclaim it, and made | i: 
ie Inſcriptions of it upon his own Palace, and the pub- = 
lick Works and Buildings (c). But as I have > -} 
* | dy - (i 
Js a) Lamprid. apud Hiſt. Rom. ſcrip. p. 349. D. 351. E. 4 
fo PR * 144 p· ya agony 5. c 2 pp Ss N | - 
e vel Rectores Provinciis dare, vel Prepoſitos facere, vel Procura- 1 
| | tores (id eft, Rationales) ordinare, nomina eorum proponebat, 'Y 
4 = bwortans 8 ut ſi quiſquid haberet criminis, probaret ma- 13 
Fl | nifeſtis rebus; ſi non probaſſet, ſubiret penam capitis. Dice- | | - 
- batqz grave eſſe, quum id Chriſtiani er — — in pra- . 45 
83 2 Saterdotibus qui ordinandi ſunt, non fieri in Provinci- | - 
1 arum Rettoribus, quibus & fortuna hominum commit terentur . þ | 
bo 4 e capit a. Clamabatq; ſepius, quod a quibuſdam, ſive In · | | 
2 deis ſive Chriſtianis audierat, & tenebat: Idque per præconem, | 
fa. guum aliquem emendaret, dici jubebat, quod tibi non vis, al- * | 
W reti ne feceris. Mam ſententiam u{que adeo dilexit, ut & in | „ 
- Pala tio 1 publicis operibus praſcribi juberet. Id. ibid. p. 353» 3 
35 3 5 
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M The Truth of the 
dy hinted, Chriftianity was not always thus fortunate. 
Under the Reigns of moſt of the Heathen Emperors, 
its Profeſſors were barbarouſly per/ecuted: Beſides that, 
| ſeveral Men of Wit and Learning keenly attack'd 
it in the Way of Argument, and imployed all their 
Art to ſtop its Progreſs, and ruin its Credit in the 
World. And from both theſe Events, we are fur- 
niſhed with abundant Evidence for the Truth of the 
Gofpel- Hiſtory. | 
It is certainly a great Misfortune to the Chriſtian 
Cauſe, that the Writings of thoſe Heatben Authors, 
who endeavoured either to reaſon or to laugh Chri- 
ſtianity out of the World, are loſt. But thoſe Frag- 


them, have tranſcribed in their Writings, do plainly 


ſo many Matters of Fact. Thus the Emperor Julian, 
ambitious of the Government only as it would enable 
him to reſtore the Worſhip of the Gods, in his Books 
againſt the Chriſtians, fo far is he from denying the 
Certainty of thoſe Articles, which I have above men- 
tioned concerning Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that he ad- 
mits them all as true and genuine, He takes Notice 
of Jaſus as the Son of Mary, ſaid to derive his Being, 
not from Foſeph, 
Holy Ghoſt : (a) He quotes ſeveral Paſſages of the Ol 
h | Teſtament, 
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() Julian apud Cyril, lib. 8. p. 253. Oper. Vol. 6. Chal- 
cidius, a Platonick Philoſopher, A Heathen or Chriſtian, 
learned Men are not agreed; nor will I preſume to interpoſe) 
in his Commentary upon Plato's Timæus, p. 219. ſpeaks of the 
Star that appeared at our Saviour's Birth, after this Manner: 
Eft alia ſanctior & venerabilior Hiſtoria, que perhibit ortu ſtella 


venerabilis ad humans conſer vationis, rerumque mortalium gra- 
jam? 


ments of theirs, which the Chriſtians who oppoſed 
anſwer my Purpoſe, as they pointedly inform us about 


Marys Husband, but from the 


cujuſdam, non morbos morteſque denunciatas, ſed deſcenſum Des 


Hiſtory of the Cape. ng 


Teſtament, (ſome of which are tranſcribed in the New) 
held to be Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah ; and at 
the ſame time would have Matthew and Luke to o 

poſe one another in the Genealogy of Feſus : (a) He 
mentions his being inrolled along with his Father and 
Mother in the Cenſus under Cyrenius : (65) He ſpeaks 
of his Miracles, ſuch as his having Power over Spirits, 
his walking upon the Sea, his casting out Devils: (c) 
And he tells us, that about 300 Years ago, in the 


Rei gn of Tiberius, Jeſus having gained a few Followers, 


and thoſe of the meaneſt or baſeſt: Sort, however famous 
be might be among ſuch People, Jet in bis Life-time he 
did nothing memorable, unleſs one will reckon the Curing 
the Lame and the Blind, and, in the Villages of 


Bethſaida and Bethany, the Relieving thoſe that were 


poſſeſſed with Devils, to be Feats mighty and conſidera- 
ble. (4) Nor does Julian neglect to quote ſome Arti- 
cles of the Sayings and Diſcourſes of our Saviour as re- 
ported in the Go/pe/s. Thus he obſerves, that one of 


Chriſt's Diſciples having faid unto him, Lord, ſuffer 


me firſt to go and bury my Father ;, Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Follow me, and let the Dead bury their Dead: (e) That 
Jeſus the Nazarene made theſe Reflections, Wo unto 
you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, for you are like 


_ unto whited Sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful out- 


ward, but are within full of dead Mens Bones and of all Un- 
cleanneſs : (F) That he profeſſed he came not deſtroy the 
| Law, 


tiam : quam ſtellam cum nocturno itinere inſpexiſſent Chaldæo- 
rum profetto ſapientes viri, & conſideratione rerum cœleſtium ſa- 
tis eximii, quaſiſſe dicuntur recentem ortum Dei, repertaque illa 
majeſtate puerili veneratos eſſe, & voto Deo tanto convenientia 
nuncupa ſſe. - | , 
(a) Julian ubi ſupra, p. 252, 261, 262. (6) Ibid, lib. 6, 
p: 213. (c) Ibid. (4) Ibid. p. 191. Vid. p. 207. (e) I- 
id. Ub, 10, P. 335. (V) Ibid. Dae 


= The Truth of the | 
Law or the Prophets, but to fulfil ; ring the World, 
that whoſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Commandments, 
and ſpall teach Men ſo, be ſhall be called the leaſt in the King- 
dom of Heaven: (a) That he gave out this Ged. 


Go and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 7 
) . 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy G. 

Theſe are fo many Particulars that relate immediately 
to Jeſus Chriſt. And as for his Apoſtles ; whilſt Julian 
would have them guilty of Inchantments, and of teach- 
ing that black Art to their Followers, he confeſſes 
not only that the Apaſtles wrought Miracles them- 
ſelves, but that hey imparted the ſame Power to others : 
(c) He would have St. Pau! in particular, to be rhe 


greateſt Conjurer that ever was : (d) He takes Notice 


of Peter's Viſion in the Tamer's Houſe, about aboliſb- 
ing the ins Diſtinction of Meats : (e) He brings in 
ſeveral Paſſages from the Writings of St. Paul, (F) 
ſuch as Rom. iii. 29. x. 4. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. He 
frequently remarks on St. Jobn's Doctrine, in the fir 
Chapter of his Goſpel, concerning the Divinity of Chriſt z 
his making all things, &c. on which Occaſion, he 
mentions ſo many of the Apoſtles particularly by Name, 
viz. Peter, Paul, Mark, Fohn, Matthew, Luke; (g) 
whereof the two laſt, he elſewhere propoſes the Gali- 
leans ſhould explain in their Churches, rather than go 
about to teach thoſe Heathen Authors, whoſe Wri- 
tings they condemned, (+) | 

In ſhort, apprehending, that the Doctrines of the 
Gofpet do in no Degree authorize a per/ecuting Spirit, 


he ſeverely checks the Chriſtians of his Time, in tel- | 


ling 


8 


(a) Julian apud 2 lib. 10. p. 351. (6) Ibid. lib. 9. 
| 5 291. (e) Ibid. lib. 10. p. 339. (4) Ibid. lib. 3. p. 1co, 
e) Ibid. bb. 9. p. 314. 0 5 Ibid, lib. 3. p. 106. FA 7. p. 
245. lib. 9. p. 320. 8 Ibid. lib. 6. p. 213. lib, 8. p. 263, 


Lb. 10. p. 327, 333. () Julian Epiſt. 42, 
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fince for ſuch Doings th 
either from Fefus o 
was the Spirit of his Days, and however he accuſes 


ſafed us far greater Things than could have been expected. 
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ling them that their Cruelties, and Perſecutions againſt 


the Feather, and thoſe of their own Party who dif- 


fered with them in their Sentiments about the d 


Man(a), had no other Cauſe but their private Paſſions, 
wy * * | 
r from Paul. () But whatever 


the Chriſtian Inſtitution of being incapable of deriv- 
ing any real Goodneſs or Excellency to human Na- 


ture (c); yet elſewhere he lets us know, That, in for- 


mer times, the holy Lives, the Charity and kind 


Offices of Chriftians exerciſed, without Diſtinction, 


towards the Heathen, as well as their own Brethren, in 
relieving the Poor, in fuccouring Strangers, and bu- 
rying the Dead, had mightily conduced to eſtabliſh 
and propagate the Goſpel : Upon which he warmly 
recommends it to his own Prieſts, as they value the 
Intereſts of the Gods, to be zealous in the Purſuit 
of the ſame Virtues. The Gods, ſays he, have vouch- 


| For 


© Þ — 4 


(a) Having juſt now obſerved, that Chaleidius reports, as real 
Fact, the Phanomenon that appeared at our Saviour's Birth; I 
cannot bur likewiſe remark, that the Darkneſs and Earthquake, 


which the Goſpels tell us happened at the Crucifixion, are as little 
doubted by 2 om f 


legon the Tra an Heathen, and Freeman to 
Adrian; who, as we learn from Euſebius, in his Chron. and 
others, gives this Account of the Matter: : 
Tg A ite Tis C. B. zavundd © five Ae nals hirn 
T&v ieee vei nt Y VE wear” Tis julesc i, 
461 x; debexs by evi t. Tea ade Ty ies N B- 
lay )406uey' © , N md Nikdicy 1 rice. Vid. Orig. in Traft- 
5 ad Matt. e cont. Celſ. lib. 2. p. 80. The ſame Phlegon confeſſes, 

t our Saviour had the Knowledge of future Events, and that 


what he foretold, did actually come to pals. From whence _ 


cording to Origen, in his 2d B. againſt Celſus) he ſeems forced to 
allow, There 3s 3 of Divinity in the Goſpel. . 
(b) Julian apud Cyril, lib. 6. p. 205. (e) Ibid. lib. 7. p. 229. 
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18 * The Truth of tbe 


For r Time, who durſt have looked- 


for ſo wonderful a Revolution? But why do cve count thoſe 
| Things ſufficient, and do not rather attend to what eſpe- 
cially has augmented the Impiety, namely, their Huma- 


nity towards Strangers, their pious Care in burying the 
Dead, and their ſeeming Holizeſs of Life? *Tis a Shame 


that thoſe impious Galileans, ſhould not only provide their 


own, but our poor. (a) 


Thus far Julian, who had Inclination, Skill, and 


Power, ſufficient to have detected a Forgery, had 


there been any ſuch thing in the Chriſtian Religion, 


and would not have failed, had he found it, to have 
expoſed it to all Mankind; thus far, I ſay, the Em- 


pag Fulian ſupports the Credit of the Evangelical. 
iſtory. But before his Time, we find the ſame. 


good Service done the Goſpel by Hierocles. 

This other Writer againſt Chri/tianity, who is ſaid 
to have excited Dioclefian to the Perſecution he raiſed 
againſt the Chriſtians, and to have been very active 
himſelf in carrying it on, has fo little Thought of 
denying there was ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chrift, or 
that he wrought Miracles, ſuch as reſtoring Sight to 
the Blind, and other Miracles of the like Nature, 
that he confeſſes the Truth of the whole, and only 
means to expoſe the Chriſtians for thinking fo highly, 
on that Account, of Jeſus, whilſt, in his Opinion, 
Apollonius wrought greater Miracles; and yet, ſays. 


he, we do not efteem him a God, but only a Man greatly 


favoured of the Gods. (b) After the ſame Manner 
does Porphyry, who was earlier in the Controverſy 
than Hierocies, bear Witneſs to the Truth of Things 
reported in the Goſpel. 

| In 


OO CT 


(a) Epiſt. 49. p. 429. Oper. vid. p. 305. Fragm. (b) Es 


ſib. cont. Hierocl. p. 512, ? 
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In the Caſe of Forphyry we are indeed very unfortu- 


nate; for not only have we loſt his Books againſt the 
Chriſtians, but thoſe particular Auſers that were made 


to them by Methodius, Euſebius, and Apollinaris: 
However, we are elſewhere informed, that, as he ap- 


_ plied himſelf =_ much to the Reading of the Scrip- 
tures, fo his Deſi 
by ſhowing, that ſuch a Compoſition of Things can- 
not be thought to have come from God. (a) So far, 
therefore, was Porphyry from rejecting, that he ar- 
upon the Truth of the Gofþel-Hiftory. Thus 
e confeſſes, that Feſies Chriſt was puniſhed, or ſuf- 
fered, as a Malefactor; Thai, at the ſame Time, be- 
ing a Perſon of great Sanctity, his Soul, after Death, 
went up into Heaven ; That no Man ought to ſpeak 
contemptibly of him; That Chriſtians, however, act 
a fooliſh Part, in worſhipping him; () not only 


fooliſh, he certainly apprehended, but very criminal; 


for he tells us, that ſince Fefus came to be worſhipp'd, 
Eſculapius and the other Gods have withdrawn their 
Protection to Mankind. (c) But his admitting the 
Truth of the Goſpel-Hiftory is very apparent from his 
arguing upon particular Texts of Scripture, ſuch as 
theſe among others, viz. Matth. xiv. 25, 26. where 
it is reported, that Feſus walked on the Sea: (d) 
Jobn vii. 8, 10. concerning our Saviour's going u 

to Feruſalem to the Feaſt of Tabernacles: (e) Aﬀs 
v. 5, 9, 10. about the Death of Auanias and Sapphi- 
ra:(f) And Gal. ii, 2, Sc. which informs us of Paul's 
3 | | reper- 


wed 


(2) Theoderet. Therap. Serm. 7. Euſeb. H. Ecclefialt. lib. 6. 
Cap. 19. (6) Porphyr. apud Euſeb. Demonſt, Evangel. lib. 3, 

134. (c) Apud Euſeb. Prep. 1 lib. 5. cap. 1. p. 1794 
Fa) Hieron. Queſt. Hebraic. in Gene 


gn was to overturn their Authority, 


_ 
i 
1 4 * 2 8 
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ſub init, (e) Id. adv, - 
Deg: lib. 2. P. 864, (J) Id. Epiſt. ad Demetriad. de virgin. 
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reprehending Peter: (a) On all which Porphyry makes the 
— order to expoſe the Credit of the ba 
Goſpel. 1 5 TM fev 
The next Writer againſt Chriſtianity I ſhall menti- Fo 
on, is Celſus, who ſeems to have flouriſhed about an Fo 
bundred Years after the Crucifixion of Feſus. And of 
that this Author, in his Reaſoning, does likewiſe rep 
eed upon the Truth of the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, Or 


is manifeſt from thoſe Paſſages of his, which Origen T 
has tranſcribed in his Books againſt him. In parti - 
cular, he takes Notice of theſe Articles -which we 
find recorded in the Gaſpel, and that are ſtill profeſ- 
ſed by Chriſtians, namely, that Jeſus came down from 

Heaven (6); . that he was ſupernaturally born of a 
Virgin in a Village of Fudea ; . that this Virgin's Huſ- 
band was a Carpenter ; that they were admoniſhed by 
an Angel to fly with the Child into Egypt; that he re- 
turned again from thence (c), and went about thro? 
the Land of Fudea, attended with Ten or Eleven 
Perſons, Publicans and Fiſhers (d); that he taught 
moral Doctrines, againſt Revenge, Avarice, Ambiti- 
on, &c. ſuch as are ſtill extant in the Goſpels (e); that 

he wrought Miracles, ſuch as curing the Lame and the 
Blind, raiſing the Dead, feeding Multitudes on a few 
L oaves, &c (F) ; that he was betrayed and forſaken 
by his Di/ciples (g) 3 that he was crucified along with 
two Malefactors (H); that, as he had forctold, fo, it 
was given out, he roſe again from the Dead, and ap- 
peared alive, not to the Roman Governor, nor to 
thoſe 


(a) Hieronym. in Proæm. Comment. in Galat. & in Loc. | 
(b) Orig. contra Celſ, lib. 4. p. 161, 162. (c) Ibid. lib. 2. . = 
55 22. Fr. lib. 6. p. 325. (4) Ibid. Lib. 1. p. 47. .&) I. 
id. Lib. 6. p. 286. lib. 7. p. 343. 370. (F) Ibid. Lib. . 

E $3- lib. 2. p. 87, 89, 93. G wi. Lib. z. p. 62. 01. P--: 
id. Lib. 2. p. 8, 8, | s $5] | 
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thoſe who had inſulted him, nor to all the 
but to his own Diſciples (a); that this Feſus, ſome 


few Years before Celſus's Time, was the Author or 
Founder of the Chriftion Inſtitution; and thet his 
Followers eſteem and worſhip him as God, or the Son 
of God (). All theſe, and many other Particulars 
reported in the Writings of the New Teſtament, has 
Origen tranſcribed from Colſus. | 

It is true, this Enemy of the Gofpe! does not give 
out all theſe ſeveral Articles as real Matters of Fact, 
nor as Things that had actually happened, On 
the contrary, he would repreſent ſome of them as 
downright: Lis and Forgeries, that deſerve no Cre- 
dit among Mankind. But however careful Celſus is 
to ſet every Thing in ſuch a Light as may beſt anſwer 
his Deſign of ling Chriſtianity z yet, from the 
Objections he makes againſt the Truth of thoſe par- 
ticular Facts he calls in Queſtion, one may eaſily 
perceive, that nothing is ſaid, that in any Meaſure 


can leſſen their Certainty ; thus he tells us, tis a FalF 


hood that Jeſus foretold that Fudas would betray him, 


and Peter deny him, as it actually came to paſs ; for 


had they been thus forewarned, the Premonition 
would have prevented both one and the other (c). 
As little, ſays he, can it be true, that Jeſus foretold 
his own Death; for had he foreſeen it, he would, 
no doubt, have done what he could to avoid it, and 
not voluntarily expoſed himſelf (d). Nor, in his O- 

inion, did Jeſus work Miracles: Thoſe wonderful 

hings he performed, were only, as he apprehends, 


the Effects of Magick which he had learned in E- 


. 


4 Wy 


CG 


(s) Orig. Lib. 2. p. 93, 94. 98, 10% (b) Ibid. Lib. 2. 
p. 21. lib, 2. p. 87. lib. 8. p. 385. (c) Id. ibid. lib. 2. 
P · 71. 72. @ Id. ibid. bb. 2. P- 67, 69, 71, — 3 1 


22 Die Truth of the 


(a). And as to his Reſwrreftion; what Man, 


Ih Celfus, really dead, did ever ariſe with the fame 


Body ? Or the Man who was unable to help himſelf 


when alive, how could he return to Life again, and 


ſſew the Marks of his Puniſhment, the Wounds he 


therefore is a mere Fiction, and thoſe who pretend to 


had received in his yo Hands? This. Article 


have been Eye-witneſſes, muſt be held, at leaſt, in- 
tirely vi/fonary („). After this Manner, to pointed 
Matters of Faft, poſſible in their own Nature, and 
atteſted by known Witneſſes, does Celſus ſe 


empty Speculation. And his finding nothing elle to 


cannot but be counted a plain Proof, that 
the Truth of the Goſpel- biſtory is beyond all reaſonable 
Exception. In ſhort, as Origen obſerves, Celſus ad- 
mits the Truth of thoſe Facts, which, he thinks, he 


can gloſs to the Diſcredit of the Chriſtian Inſtitution ; 


and pretends to reject thoſe that would infer its Divi- 
nity (c). But be his Conduct what it will, he affords 
us certain Information, that about ſuch a Time, there 
were ſuch Perſons in the World as Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; that they taught ſuch moral Doctrines; 
that they wrought ſuch Miracles, or did many Things 
out of the ordinary Courſe of Nature, which he there- 


fore attributes to their Skill in Magick; that Feſus 
was crucified ; that it was confidently reported, he 
roſe again from the Dead; that a religious Sect of 


Men was formed in the World, upon the Principles 
delivered by Feſus: And, I fay, theſe particular Ar- 
ticles, beſides many others, being, by Celſus*'s own 


Confeſſion, undoubted Matters of Fact, are ſuffici- 


ent to my preſent Purpoſe, as they clearly ſupport the 
Credibility of the Hiſtory of the Goſpel. 


(a) Orig. ibid. lib. 1. p. 24. o. lib. 2. p. 85. (6) Id. ibid. 
lib. 2. p. 93+ 94+ (c) Id. ibid, lib. 1. p. 49. * | 
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To this learned Philoſopher, let me now add his 
Friend and Contemporary Lucian, who, after his 


. goes about to render the Goſpel ridiculous. 
n 


this witty Author informs us, that that Great 


Man whom the Chriftians worſhip, was crucified in 


Paleſtine, for introducing that new Sect of Religion (a): 


That his Followers are taught to believe, that after 
they have renounced the Service of the Gods, and 


have come to worſhip that crucified Sophiſt, and to 
live according to his Laws, they are then all Bre- 


thren : That their Care to ſuccour and relieve one a- 


nother, when perſecuted for their Religion, is incre- 


dible: That in ſuch Circumſtances, they ſpare no- 
thing, but have every Thing in Common, . 


all Hardſhips, Dangers of every Sort, even Dea 
itſelf, in Hopes of Immortality (5). This is what L- 
cian reports in his Account of the Death of Peregri- 
nus, whom, he tells us, the Priefts in Paleſtine. 


inſtructed in the Chriſtian Religion (c). And in his 


Catechumen, introducing, Triephon in the Character of 
a Chriſtian, he makes him inform Critias, that we 
ought to ſwear by that God who reigns on bigh, who is 
great, immortal, above in Heaven; by the Son of the 
Father ; and by the Spirit proceeding from the Father , 


One of Three, and Three of One; thoſe we ought, 


to eſteem the only true God (4) : That, as for him- 
ſelf, he was formerly in the ſame wretched Condition 


with Critias, till the bald-pated, big-noſed Galilean, 


who had been caught up into the thira Heavens, where 

he beard Things moſt charming and excellent, happening, 
to meet with him, had renewed him by "—_ | 
put him in the Way towards the Blefl; 

deem'd him from the Place of the Ungodly (e): 82 


"(a) De morte Peregrin. p. 566. (6) Ibid. p. 567. (e) I. 
bid, p. 365. (a) rh. eh p. 770. vid. p. 774. (e) Ibid. 


„and re-. 


* 
; 
/ 
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God from Heaven beholds the Juſt and the Unjuſt, 
and writes down in Books all their Actions, to re- 
quite every Man on that Day he hath appointed; that 
foraſmuch as Chriſt is come to the Gentiles, what paſ- 
ſes in Scythia, in any Part of the World whatever, is 
likewiſe thus recorded (a): That we ought to begin 
our Prayers with the Father (5); ſeeming to point at 
the Lords-prayer : And both Triephon, and Critias al- 
lade to St. PauPs Explication of the Inſcription at 
Athens, To the unknown God, whom they now con- 
ceive to be diſcovered. | 
Thus the moſt early Writers againſt Chriſtianity, 
who had ſome of them Acceſs to converſe with thoſe 
who had ſeen and heard the Apoſtles, afford us ample 
Proof, that Chriſtians were in Being more than 1700 


Years ago; and that their original Hiſtory, related in 


the New Teftament, can be no forg'd Compoſition of 
a later Age. But while ſome laid out their Wit, to 
reaſon, or to banter Chrifianity out of the World; 
others were employed to ſuppreſs it, by the barbarous 


Arguments of Fire and Sword, — all the Cruelties of 


Perſecution, And from hence likewiſe we are led to 
the certain Knowledge of the Exiſtence of Chriſtia- 


nity, and to perceive the Truth of the Hiſtory of the 


Goſpel. 


Libanius informs us, that in order to recover Peo- 


ple from their Attachment to the Chriſtian Religion, 


the Emperor Julian not only gave the World a fine 
Example, in his Devotion towards the Gods, Heroes, 


Heaven, tber, Earth, Sea, Fountains, Rivers (c); but 


he 


(a) Ibid. p. 771, 773, 7786. (6) Ibid. p. 769. 780. 
(e) Oux ihepnawes mryenoupeaus Els, Hewar, Ovgarcr, 


Aide, Tr, Odaer]ar, nag, Norauds ; vx iaontuncy rede 
ir Me Liban. Parental. in Julian, cap. 144. 
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pe encouraged ' People to return to Heaibauiſin, by 


2 
mo x 


bf Chriſtianity came to be hardly uſed and ip 


nd fo re- 


In 


(a) Libanius cap. 58. $1. Whatis here ſaid againſt Perſecution; 
may put many Chriftians to the bluſh. (%) M. Anton, lib. 11. 
5. 3. 3 wy 


= The Truth of the 
in Sufferings, as if they were Things vile and contem- 


. - Withal, he tells them, that their Hopes of any 


ort are extremely ill founded z for fo little was God 
concerned in their Intereſt, that they were dragged out 


of their Concealments, and brought to the Hands of the 


Executioner (a). rt, | 

But looking till backwards beyond the Days of 
this Emperor, into thoſe of Trajan, who came into 
the World about /wenty Years after the Death of our 
Lord; in his Reign we ſhall likewiſe find that 
Chriſtians were involved, meerly on account of their 
Religion, in a very ſevere Perſecution, Of this we 
have abundant Proof ſrom Pliny, who was himſelf 
concerned as an Agent in the Matter. This Roman 
Senator, when Governor of Bithynia, in his Letter to 
Trajan, a moſt valuable Piece of Antiquity, tells the 
Emperor, That tbe Temples and Altars of the Gods 
were every where, in Town and Country, almoſt totally 
deſerted, From whence we learn, that within the 


Compaſs of a few Years the Goſpel muſt have made a 


wonderful Progreſs. At the ſame Time Plixy reports, 
that among thoſe that were accuſed, and whom he 
had examined, there were ſome who confeſſed th 


had been Chriſtians, but that twenty Years ago they 


had forſaken that Profeſſion 5 avowing, however, 
that the Height of their Crime was, their being 
wont, on a ſtated Day, before it was light, to aſf- 
ſemble together, in order 7o fing a Plalm 10 Chriſt 
as God, and 10 bind themſelves by a Sacrament to com- 
mit no Wickedneſs. (b) | 9 
Thus we ſee what were the Principles and Practice of 
Chriſtians ſo many Years before, and at the Time of 
Trajan's Perſecution, which happened about ſeventy 
| Tens 


' (a) Orig. contra Cel. lib; 8. p. 409, 423. (J) Plin. lib. 10. 
Epiſt. 977 98. | 


„ ak © Amt oa our mg nM pow 


Hie of the Goſpel, 27 
Years after our Lord's Paſſion. And, no doubt, 
Pliny had good Information about thoſe particular 


Matters of Fact, upon which the Chriſtians founded 


their Profeſſion. His Uncle, the elder Pliny, a 
learned Man, and mighty inquiſitive, was about 
ten Years old when our Saviour was crucified, and 
about forty when the Chriſtians were perſecuted un- 
der Nero; fo that, having adopted his Nephew, and 


held the Direction of his Education till he was about 


ſeventeen Years of Age, it cannot well be thought 
but he informed him about that Set, which was 
ſtill ' continuing to make a conſiderable Noiſe in the 
World, and could not therefore, at that Time, but 
frequently prove the Subject of common Converſa- 
tion. - And, not to mention the other Opportunities 
which Pliny himſelf had at Rome, to learn the Hi: 


ſtory of the Chriſtian Religion, and how much his 


Curioſity muſt have been awakened, particularly, 
after his Uncle's Death, during Domitian's Perſecu- 
tion, which cut off and baniſhed great Numbers of 


People, and even thoſe of the higheſt Rank, fuch as 


Flavius, Clemens, who, in the Time of his Conſulſbip, 
was put to Death; and his Wife, Domitilla, nearly 

related, as well as her Husband, to Domitian, wha 
was baniſhed z to whom Dio adds Glabrio, a Perſon 
of Conſular Dignity, who was likewiſe capitally pu- 
niſhed : (a) I ſay, not to mention Plim's other Op- 
portunities, and how much ſuch Events muſt have 
awakened his Curioſity z when he was in his Govern- 


ment of Bithynia (among the Kaſteru Churches, where 


there were infinite Numbers of Chriſtians, of whom 
many, no doubt, had ſeen and converſed with the 
Apoſiles, which we know was the Caſe of Pojycarp in 

2 | particular, 


— 


(s) Dio Caſſ, ub. 47. p. 766. 
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particular, at that Time Biſhop of Smyrna, and uni- 


verſally famous) he made the moſt rigorous Inqui- 


ſition poſſible z and yet, after all his Endeavours to 
get to the Bottom of the Matter, being able to diſ- 
cover no Forgery, no criminal Deſign of any Sort, 
was contented to regard the whole as an extravagant 


Superſtition, in which, for their ſtubborn inflexible 
Obſtinacy, he thought Chriſtians juſtly deſerved Pu- 


niſhment. Neque enim dubitabam, ſays he, qualecun- 
que eſſet quod falerentur, pervicaciam certe & inflexibilem 
ob/tinationery debere puniri, Be | 

But, at ſome Diſtance back from this, within a- 


bout thirty Years of the Crucifixion of our Saviour, 


there happened under Nero a moſt cruel Perſecution” 
mentioned by Suetonius; (a) but whereof we have a» 
more particular Account from his Co-temporary Ta. 


citus, who feems to have been about fifteen Years of 


Age at the Death of Nero, and muſt therefore be 
counted an Eye-Witnels of this Perſecution, and 
might have ſeen and converſed with the Apoſtles Pe- 
ter and Paul, who therein, at Roine, ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdom. And from this celebrated Hiſtorian we un- 
derſtand, That Chriftianity had its Riſe in Judea; 
That the Profeſſors of it had their Name from Cþrift ; 
That this Chriſt, in the Reign of Tiberius, was put to 
Death by Pontius Pilale; and That this Religion, af- 
ter the Death of its Author, over- run not only Ju- 
dea, but the City of Rome. (5) Here then, Tacitus 
points out to us the Place, the Time, the Author, and 
fir Riſe of Chriſtianity. And certain it is, that, 
if we look further back into the religious State of 


Mankind, beyond the Reign of Tiberius, we ſhall 


find nothing of Chriſtianity,” no Veſtige of any Set 
' , : | of 


(a) In Nero, cap. 16. (6) Tacit. Annal. lib. 15. cap. 44. 
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of Men, who, in their religious Principles, oppoſed 
the Superſtition of the Fews, and the Idolatry of the 
Nations; but both Fews and Gentiles were in peace- 
able Poſſeſſion of all their ſeveral religious Senti- 
ments, | 

I would only now obſerve, That, ſo late as in the 
Reign of Trajan, there were alive not only Apoſtoli- 
cal Men, the immediate Diſciples of the Apoftles, 
ſuch as Clemens, whom St. Paul mentions in one of 
his Epiſtles “, Ignatius, Polycarp, &c, but the A. 
poftle Fobn himſelf, and Simeon one of the ſeventy, 
ſent forth in our Saviour's Life-time to publiſh the 
Goſpel, and a near Kinſman of our Lord: So that, 
at that Diſtance of Time, inquiſitive Men, ſuch as 
Tacitus, Sueton, Pliny, who mention Christian Affairs, 
had Acceſs to the ſureſt Means of Information. And, 
the Apoſtle John and Clemens-Romanus having died 
before, and Simeon and Ignatius being martyred in 
Trajan's Perſecutions, thoſe Means, in ſome Meaſure, 
were continued in Polycarp as far down as M. Anto- 
ninus Philoſophus, under whoſe Reign Pohcarp at Smyr- 
na, and the Philoſopher Fuſtin, at Rome were crown'd 
with Martyrdom, when Celſus and Lucian were 
Aouriſhing, | | 
Thus, beginning at the preſent Age, wherein we 

have ſenfble Demonſtration for the Exiſtence of Chri, 
Fianity, and carrying our Enquiries backwards from 
one Age to another, we meet with ungueſtionable E- 
vidence in every Age, for the real Being of that 
Inſtitution, till we arrive to that particular Time 
when it fir appeared in the World: And one can- 
not but confeſs, that as certainly as we know, zhat 
in thoſe Ages the Earth was inhabited, hat the In- 
| | habitants 
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habitants were divided in ſuch particular Govern- 


ments, and that the Adminiſtration of thoſe Govern- 
ments were carried on by ſuch particular Laws; as 
certainly we do know, that the Chrifian Religion, 
without Interruption, continually ſubſiſted in all the 

intermediate Ages that ly between the preſent Time, 
and the Reign of Tiberius Ceſar, when Feſus Chriſt 
was by Pontius Pilate cut off, or crucified at Jeruſalem. 
And as this long uninterrupted Continuance of the 
Goſpel, as its overſpreading the Roman 'Empire, and 
making its Way to other Nations, in its three firs 
Centuries, amidſt Perſecutions, without any earthly 
Power to ſupport it; as its maintaining its Ground 
to this very Day, are Effects that could not poſſi- 
bly have exiſted without an adequate Cauſe; ſo what 
_ Cauſe can be judged ſufficient, but that which is ex- 
plained in the Goſpel, and which neceſſarily implies 
the Truth of the Matters of Fact therein related? I 
would therefore hope, that my Demand will not be 
deemed unreaſonable, when I aſk, hat what Credit 
is given to the Writings of Tacitus, Sueton, &c. the 
ſame may be allowed to the Writings of the Nero. 
Teſtament, the original Books of Chriſtianity, which 
Cbriſtians, in all Ages, have underſtood to contain 
a true Narration of Things, the firſt Book that ever 
appeared in the World with a new Syſtem of Religi- 
on, putting an End to all other Inſtitutions, whe- 


ther among Jews or Gentiles, And, in Fact, I have 
made it appear, that what the New Teſtament re- 


—— is well atteſted by Heathen Authors, inveterate 


emies to the Chriſtian Cauſe, namely, that there 


were in the World ſuch Perſons as Jeſus Chrift and 
his Apoſtles ; that they taught ſuch particular Dos 


ctrines; that they wrought Miracles; and that very 


ſoon after Jeſus was crucified, the Report went cur- 
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rent among his Diſciples, that he was riſen again 


from 
| the dead, Nor can ſuch Matters of Fact be rejected, 


but by thoſe Arguments that would overthrow the 


whole Truth of all Hiſtory, or ruin the Credit of every 


Matter of Fact, for which we have not the imme- 
diate Teſtimony of our Senſes z and conſequently put 
a final End to all human Society and Correſpon- 


| ; dence. 


Hitherto, becauſe its Genuineneſs is keenly de- 


bated among learned Men, I have not mentioned 
that famous Teſtimony of Foſephus concerning Fe 
ſus Cbriſt. However, ſince I am, myſelf, pretty 


much ſatisfied as to its Truth, or that it is the 
nuine Production of Joſepbus, and ſince Mr. Daubuz, - 
in his excellent Book on that Subject, has ſet its Ge- 
nuineneſs in ſo ſtrong a Light, ſtronger than could 


have been expected, ſufficient, I really think, to ſa- 


— any reaſonable Man, I cannot but indulge my- 
ſelf the Pleaſure here to tranſcribe it. And this no- 
table Teſtimony from Foſephus, who was co: tempo- 
rary with the Apofles, is thus, About that Time, 
« ſays he, appeared Feſus, who was a wiſe Man, if 
<« one can call him a Man; for he was a Worker 
« of Miracles, and inſtructing thoſe who delight in 
« Truth, gained many Diſciples both among Jeu 
« and Gentiles. 1 his was Chrit. And however, at 
ce the Inſtigation of the chief Men among us, Pilate © 
t condemned him to be crucified, yet the Devoti- 
4c on of his Followers did not fail: For, on the 

« third Day, he again appeared to them alive; the 


* holy Prophets having publiſhed thoſe and many 


© other wonderful Things concerning him; and, to 
«* this Day, the Sect of Chriſtians, ſo called from 
&* him, is ſtill ſubſiſting FT.“ This is Evidence ve- 

| | ry 
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ry ſtrong, intirely in Point, and its Pointedneſs ſeems 
to be the Cauſe that raiſes the Suſpicion in Peoples 
Breaſts, that it is the Forgery of ſome -unworthy 
Chriſtian, But, when one conſiders the Connection, 
which Joſephus very well knew, Fobn Baptiſt, and St. 
James, one of the Writers of the New Teſtament, 
had with Jeſus Chriſt, and how very honourably he 
makes Mention of both theſe Perſons, one needs not 
much wonder at the Fulneſs of this Teſtimony ; nor 
can one well imagine what elſe, in Conſequence of 
his extream good Opinion about the Forerunner, and 


the Diſciple, and Brother of Chriſt, one could have 


expected from him. But, as to this, the Reader may 


Teſtimony, I have briefly explained the Reaſons up- 
on which one cannot but admit the Truth of the 
Hiſtory of the Goſpe/. And it appears, that thoſe 
very Facts mentioned by Jeſephus, are by Heathen 
Writers, either expreſly confeſſed, or allowed to have 
been reported by the Apoſtles : So that therein Jo- 
ſepbus only teſtifies what we are informed of from 
Tacitus, Celſus, Julian, and other Enemies of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution, | | 
Before I conclude this Article, J muſt obſerve, 
That the Evangelical Hiſtory is ſupported by the Te- 
ſtimony of another Set of Men, whoſe Evidence ſeems 
to be more valuable than that of thoſe other Hea- 


thens hitherto mentioned. There is no Shadow of 


Reaſon to ſuſpect, that Tacitus, Pliny, or any other 
Pagan Author, would tell a known Falſhood, or 
forge any Point of Hiſtory to the Advantage of the 
_ Chriſtian Inſtitution. But *tis very poſſible for Peo- 
to be in ſuch Circumſtances; wherein their Be- 
ief, and Confeſſion of Facts, may ariſe from a far 
more penetrating Conviction, Thus, if, oa the 

ruth 


believe as he pleaſes. Without any Regard to this 
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Truth of. certain Facts, a Man deliberately ventures 
the Forfeiture of all his preſent Enjoyments, and runs 
the Hazard of being involved in al 

of Life; what other Conſtruction can be put on 
this Conduct, but that the Man, if he be not quite 
out of his Senſes, is fully appriſed of the Importance 
of thoſe Facts, and, at the Bottom of his Soul, is 
irreſiſtibly convinced of their Reality, by the moſt 
over; bearing Evidence? To be ſure, the Evidence 
upon which a wiſe Man acts, will always be propor- 


the Calamities 


tional to the Stake he ventures, New, this was the 


Caſe of thoſe Heathens, who left the Religion of their 
Country, wherein they had been educated, and em- 
. braced the Profeſſion of Cbriſtianity. Nor was it the 


Multitude only that acted this Part, but Men of 
Learning and Philoſophy, whoſe main Buſineſs was to 
ſearch after Truth, and the Deſign of whoſe Studies 
was to perceive Things as they are in themſelves, and 


to form a Judgment of them upon rational Evidence, 
And what ſtronger Teſtimony can one have, or de- 


ſire to have, than from the Mouths of Perſons of 
good Senſe and Learning, whoſe Education, and 


Courſe of Life, ſet them in direct Oppoſition to the 


Influence of thoſe Facts they atteſt; who. came not 
to be convinced of their Certainty, but upon their 
own deliberate Re-ſearches, and who, in affuring the 
Truth of them, are fo far from ſerving any preſent 
Intereſt, that thereby they expoſe themſelves to Con- 
tempt and Hatred, to Poverty, to every Evil of 
Life, to Death itſelf? Of ſach Witneſſes I might 
inſtance in a great many, but I ſhall only mention the 


following, 


Duadratus, a learned Heathen, having embraced the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſo zealous was he in its Propaga- 
tion, that he travelled — the World for cn 
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' Purpoſe. When it was perſecuted, he durſt avow 
it, To wrote in its Defence, and preſented his Apolo- 
gy to the Emperor Adrian: (as Ariſtides did one of 
his too about the ſame Time, another learned Man, 


fam'd for his Philoſophy at Atbens, who had likewiſe 


left Paganiſm, and gone over to Chriſtianity.) Of this 
Apology of Quadratus there only now remains a 
ſmall Fragment in E»/ebius, wherein the Author ex- 
preſſes himſelt thus, As to the Works, ſays he, of 
<* our Saviour, they were of a laſting Nature; for 
* they were real and true; Such as Perſons healed 
of their Diſeaſes, and raiſed from the dead, who 

appeared and were ſeen, not only at the Time 
of their being healed and raiſed, but long after- 


* wards, during the Time our Saviour was upon 


„Earth, nay, for a conſiderable Time after his De. 
* parture; ſo that ſome of them were living in our 
% Days . 


Next to Quadratus I ſhall mention Putin Martyr, 


well known in the Chriſtian World. This Philoſo- 
pher flouriſhed in the two Reigns after Aarian ; and 
ſo great was his Paſſion for Truth, that, in Search 
of it, he carefully ſifted all the ſeveral Opinions 
of the different Sects of Philoſophers ; Nor could 
his Mind any where take up its Reſt, or be ful- 
ly fatisfied, till he came to the Knowledge of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which he heartily embraced, and 
in Defence of which he wrote ſeveral very excellent 
Pieces, In his firft Apology, wherein he argues for 
the divine Original of Chriſtianity, he lets us know, 
that Baptiſm, the Euchariſt,” and the ft Day of the 
Week, were religiouſly obſerved among Chriſtians 
that, before Baptiſm, it was the Practice to make 
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open Profeſſion of one's Belief of the Truth of the 
Goſpel, and ſolemnly to engage to live according to 
its Laws That, in the Euchariſt, he who preſided, 
offered up, in the Name of the Son, and through the 
Holy Ghoft, Praiſes and Thankſgivings to the Father 
of all, for thoſe his * 4 therein commemoratin 


the Paſſion of Feſus Chriſt: And that they aſſembl 
together on the firſt Day of the Week, in order to ce. 


lebrate the Memory of Chriſi”s Reſurretion+: Theſe, 


among other Things left us by Juin Martyr, are 


noble Monuments of the Practice of the primitive 


Chriſtians : And ſtill, in our Day, at the Diſtance of 
1600 Years, are theſe religious Rites, after the ſame 
Manner, yet underſtood and obſerved, 
The third Heathen Philoſopher I mention, who 
turned Chriſtian, is Athenagoras the Athenian. This 
Philoſopher had at firſt ſo very unfavourable an Opi- 
nion about Chriſtiamty, that, in order to prevent its 
Succeſs in the World, he entered into a Deſign to 
write againſt it. In the Execution, however, of this 
Deſign, he was not ſo weak, or ſo diſhoneſt, as to 


fetch his Objections from uncertain Fume, or the com- 


mon Reports that went about to the Diſadvantage 
of Chriſtians; but minding to manage his Argument 
with greater Juſtice, and to better Purpoſe, he ap- 

lied himſelf to the Reading af the Scriptures, upon 
which the Chriſtian Faith is founded. And thus A. 
thenagoras, putting himſelf in the Way to acquire a 


juſt Underſtanding of Things, his Examination provd 
lo ſucceſsful, as to lead him to perceive the Truth of 


the Goſpel; upon which he altered his Opinions quite, 
and the keen Autagoniſt was changed into a zealous 
Aertor of the Chriſtian Cauſe. So, that Inſtead of 
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writing againſt Chriſtianity, as he at firſt intended, 
A. - 1 this Philoſopher compoſed a fine Apology in Defence 
_ of its Profeſſors, and offered it to M. Antonings and 
_— his Son Commodus, wherein he particularly complains, 

Ke. as Fultin Martyr had done before him, that the Name 
_ of Chriſtian, without any other Crime, was judged a 
7Y flüufficient Ground of Puniſhment. * And whereas 
1 ; _7 the Doctrine of the Reſurrection from the Dead, was 


the learned Heathen ; he likewiſe wrote an excellent 


85 Poſſibility, the Fitneſs, and Juſtice of ſuch an 
vent. EN 

Theſe now, * beſides a great many others that 
might be named, are Witneſſes for the Hiſtory 
of the Goſpel, ſucceſſively co-temporary with one 


near the End of the ſecond Century, againſt whom no 
Mble Exception can be taken, They believed the 
Truth of the Goſpel ; — but they did not believe 
till they were engaged by proper Evidence: Upon 
this Evidence they changed their Religion, the laſt 
Thing a ſober Man will quit withal; — and the 
Faith, to which, by this Evidence, they were con- 
verted, they profeſſed in the Face of mortal Dangers. 
{ do not here pretend to alledge, they had good 
Reaſon to lay ſuch Streſs upon the Matters of Fact 
related in the Goſpel, as from thence to conclude the 
Divinity of the Chriſtian Religion: I only mean to 
ſay, That of the Truth of thoſe Facts they were tho- 
roughly convinced. And when Men of Senſe and 
Learning are found to atteſt the Truth of Facts, 
which they did not believe till after having narrowly 

| e examined 
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a ſtrong Bar to the Reception of the Goſpel among 
little Treatiſe upon that Subject, and therein ſhows | 


another from the Days of the Apoſtles, as far down as 
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vereſt Treatment; if ſuch Teſtimony ſhall be rejected, 


I know not what Sort of Evidence among Mankind 


can be depended on. In the preſent Caſe, it is true, 
one may call it the Teſtimony of Friends; but one 
muſt likewiſe recollect, it is of Friends who imme- 
diately before were Enemies, and whoſe Friendſhip 


was gained only by the bare Force of naked Truth; 


which, one ſhould think, is an Evidence, of all o- 
ther, * ſtrongeſt and moſt convincing; eſpecially, 
when one conſiders, that in the Service of this Truth, 
however contradictory to their former Sentiments, 
our «#ational Converts are now willing to ſhare the 


. greateſt Dangers. And indeed, to imagine, that 


ſuch Men as Quadratus, Fuſtin, Athenagoras, would 


ſtake all their Comfort here, and all their Happineſs 


hereafter, upon a Matter of Fact not thoroughly can- 
vaſſed and examined, or axon a Falſhood, either 
contrived by themſelves, or forged by other People, 
is beyond meaſure ſenſeleſs and extravagant, and 
would reduce the univerſal Practice of Mankind, in 


relying on moral Evidence, or human Teſtimony, 


to be the greateſt: Abſurdity in Nature. Let me 
therefore hope, the Reader will have no Difficulty 
in allowing, that the Teſtimony of thoſe Heathens 
who turned Chriſtian, is at leaſt a ſtrong collateral 


Proof for the Hiſtory of our Saviour; and, that tak- 


ing it along with the Te/imany of thoſe other Hea- 
thens, who ſtill continued in their /yfide/ity, there can 
be, in the World, no Matters of Fact better atteſted, 
than are thoſe recorded in the Goſpel. 
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examined them, and in atteſting of which they are 
extremely conſcious they expoſe themſelves to the ſe- 
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